Best care for the dying is listening to their needs.
With the heated debate over physician-assisted suicide and other end-of-life controversies, health care professionals may be overlooking a crucial element that helps them navigate, or even calm, these stormy waters: patient-focused care for those with life-threatening illnesses. With hospitals becoming true acute care centers, the issues of providing care to these patients will grow in importance. While the subject is uncomfortable, studies show health care has ignored the issue for too long. And some have argued that the assisted suicide debate is really a reaction to health care providers' inability to effectively deal with the issues that surround care for the patient who is dying. The following article provides you with some clues about where to start this effort in your facility by looking at a landmark study that shows what these patients and their families really want.